
BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   
Regular Meeting  

Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2026 at 8:15 AM  
Location:  Board Room, Courthouse 

or 
Virtual TEAMS Meeting Option 

Call-In #: 763-496-5929 - Conference I.D.: 778 354 915# 
8:15 Call the Board Meeting to Order: Board Chair Jepson 

1. Pledge of Allegiance

8:20 Regular Business 
1. Agenda Confirmation
2. Minutes of August 18, 2026 3

8:25 Consent Agenda 
1. Auditor-Treasurer: Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants, & Over 90 Days  6
2. Auditor-Treasurer: Resolution 09-26-1C - Gambling Permit for Mid-Nite Riders Raffle on 

02-09-2027 at Cormorant Pub in Cormorant Twp  7
3. Auditor-Treasurer: Resolution 09-26-1E - Accept Disaster Donations  8
4. Human Services: Regular Claims, Public Health, & Transit
5. Land Use: Environmental Services: Resolution 09-26-1A - Waste Hauler License  9

8:35 The Truth about Kratom 
1. Presentation by Jason McCoy and Amanda Kumpula

8:55 Commissioners 
1. Open Forum
2. Reports and Correspondence
3. Appointments

9:30 County Administrator 
1. Report
2. Resolution 09-26-1F - Courthouse Security Grant Application  12

9:50 Human Resources 
1. Resolution 09-26-1D - Discontinue Short-Term Disability 12.31.2026  13
2. Maintenance Tech Career Ladder  14

10:00 Highway 
1. Resolution 09-26-1B - Bid Award CP 003-120-001  15

10:05 Break 
10:10 Planning & Zoning 

1. Planning Commission Recommendations 08-26-2026  17
a) Thomas Truedson on behalf of Gary Kaiser II RLT - Request a Conditional Use Permit to 

operate a Health and Fitness Consulting business with retail sales
b) Lakes Community Coop on behalf of Russell & Cherry Ann Post - Request a Change of Zone 

from Agricultural to Commercial for the Easterly portion highlighted in red
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2. Zoning Ordinance Amendment Proposals

Closed Session - Labor Negotiations
1. Motion to close the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 13D.03 Subd. 1(b)

Adjourn
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BOARD MEETING AS POSTED 

BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DATE: TUESDAY, August 18, 2026 at 8:15 am 

LOCATION: Board Room, Courthouse 

 

1. Meeting was brought to order by Chair Jepson. Commissioners in attendance: Jepson, 

Hansen, Meyer, Vareberg and Nelson, County Administrator Carrie Smith and minute 

taker Peggy Martin.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Agenda/Minutes: 

1. Agenda – Motion and second to approve the agenda (Meyer, Hansen) carried. 

2. Minutes – Motion and second to approve minutes of August 4, 2026 with the requested 

changes (Meyer, Nelson) carried. 

 

Consent Agenda 

1. Motion and second to approve and accept the following Consent Agenda Items:  

Auditor-Treasurer: Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants and Claims over 90 Days, 

Resolution 08-26-2G – Gambling Permit – LPA Baseball @ Roadhouse, Human Services: 

Regular Claims, Public Health, & Transit, Assessor: Abatements in the amount of $1,504, 

Land Use: NRM: Approve Fall 2026 Timber Auction Packet, Award 2026 Bud Capping Bid 

to Thomas Foresty in the amount of $13,110 (Meyer, Hansen) carried. 

 

Commissioners: 

1. Open Forum:  

• Matt Smith – Road Easement.  

2. Reports and Correspondence: Reports were provided on the following meetings: 

• Commissioner Hansen – Election Canvass. 

• Commissioner Nelson – Election Canvass, Sheriff, NRM, Benefits. 

• Commissioner Meyer – LCSC, Sheriff, Dancing Sky, Historical Society, 

Partnership4Heath. 

• Commissioner Vareberg – NRM, Human Services, Safety. 

• Commissioner Jepson – Human Services, Benefits. 

3. Appointments. 

• None. 
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Land Use/NRM: presented by Steve Skoog and Mitch Lundeen. 

1. Public/Private Easement Policy Discussion. 

• Bring back to the board a fee schedule and options for policy.  

 

County Administrator: presented by Carrie Smith. 

1. Report. 

• Jim Gottenborg, long time custodian passed away. 

• Mary is hosting the next Department Head/Commissioner Luncheon after the 2nd 

meeting in September. 

• Denial letter from Verizon for Bad Medicine cell tower was received. 

• 1st union negotiation has been scheduled. 

• Looking at systems for data requests. 

• Michelle Fischbach will be in Hawley on Friday at 2:00 pm. 

• Work Session at 8:30 am on August 24. 

2. Blighted Properties Update. 

• Brandy Lake – Had seen some improvement but it has regressed. 

• Spruce Grove – No progress or very little progress. Current civil and criminal case. 

• Acorn Lake – Process just starting.  

• Rock Lake – No progress. Sent to the County Attorney. 

• Ottertail River – Hopefully it will resolve itself.  

3. Motion and second to approve Resolution 08-26-2B – Transferring Payroll functions 

from the Auditor-Treasurer Department to the Human Resources Department (Meyer, 

Nelson) carried.  

 

Human Resources: presented by Teaira Christen. 

1. Motion and second to approve Resolution 08-26-2A – Personnel Request – Part-Time to 

Full-Time Communications Officer (Nelson, Meyer) carried. 

2. Motion and second to approve Resolution 08-26-2C – Life and long Term Disability 

Insurance recommendation with Lincoln Financial for the next 3 years (Nelson, Meyer) 

carried. 

3. Motion and second to approve Resolution 08-26-2D – Dental Insurance Benefit Change 

to include the chosen option in the resolution (Meyer, Nelson) carried. 

4. Motion by Hansen to approve Resolution 08-26-2E – Healthiest You Benefit. No second, 

motion dies. Bring option to union negotiations.  

5. Motion and second to approve Resolution 08-26-2F – Split Medical/HSA/Cash in Lieu 

between 1st and 2nd Payroll effective December 1, 2026 (Hansen, Meyer) carried. 
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Sheriff: presented by Todd Glander and Jake Karasch. 

1. Motion and second to approve the Disposal Request of a Jail Transport Vehicle at the 

sheriff’s discretion to dispose of by public auction or vender credit (Meyer, Nelson) 

carried. 

2. Motion and second to approve the Renewal Request of VESTA Agreement in the 

amount of $162,755.36 for a 5-year contract paid through Minnesota E911 Funding 

(Meyer, Nelson) carried. 

 

Being no further business, Board Chair Jepson adjourned the meeting at 10:48 am.  

 

/s/_______Carrie Smith _____________           /s/ ______Erica Jepson______________ 

          Carrie Smith      Erica Jepson 

          County Administrator    Board Chair 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS   

Finance Committee Meeting  

Date: Monday, August 31, 2026 at 8:30 AM  

 

Location: 1st Floor – Board Meeting Room - Courthouse 

915 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 

  

 

 County Administrator 
 

    1. Report 
 

    2. Resolution 09-26-1F - Courthouse Security Grant Application 
 

 Auditor-Treasurer 
 

    1. Regular Claims, Auditor Warrants, & Over 90 Days 
 

    2. Resolution 09-26-1E - Accept Additional Disaster Relief Donations 
 

    3. Human Services: Regular Claims, Public Health, & Transit 
 

 Highway 
 

    1. Resolution 09-26-1B - Bid Award - CP 003-120-001 
 

 Human Resources 
 

    1. Resolution 09-26-1D - Discontinue Short-Term Disability 12.31.2026 
 

    2. Maintenance Tech Career Ladder 
 

 Adjourn 
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RESOLUTION NO.  09-26-1C 

 

MINNESOTA LAWFUL GAMBLING RESOLUTION 

 

 

RESOLVED, the Becker County Board of County Commissioners agree to approve the 

Gambling Application #LG220 for Exempt Permit to conduct a raffle on February 9, 

2027, by Mid-Nite Riders, LLC at The Cormorant Pub & Boathouse, 10790 County Hwy 5, 

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572, in Cormorant Township. 

 

Duly adopted at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, this 1st day of September 2026.  

 

 

ATTEST:                                                              COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

 Erica Jepson                   
                                   Chair 

 

  

State of Minnesota) 

                                 )   

 County of Becker ) 

 

 

I, the undersigned, being the duly elected, qualified and Auditor-Treasurer for the 

County of Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is true and 

correct copy of a resolution passed and adopted by the County Board of 

Commissioners at a meeting held September 1, 2026, as recorded in the record of 

proceedings. 

 

                                                                    

                                                                                  

  Becker County Auditor-Treasurer 

 

MEH/mco 

 

SEAL 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 09-26-1E  

Accept Disaster Donations 

 
 
WHEREAS, the County may accept donations for the benefit of its citizens and; 
 
WHEREAS, July 6, 2026 there was a severe weather incident including a tornado and; 
 
WHEREAS, July 8, 2026 the County Board passed Resolution 07-26-2A Declaration of Local 
Emergency and; 
 
WHEREAS, Becker County has opened a disaster relief account at Bell Bank for donations and 
has received additional funds of $5,918.93; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. That the Board of County Commissioners of Becker 
County, Minnesota, approves the donations for disaster relief in the amount of $5,918.93 and 
directs staff to distribute those funds, with priority given to those demonstrating the greatest 
need.  
 
Duly adopted this 1st day of September 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                 /s/         Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith          Erica Jepson 
                 County Administrator                       Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held September 1, 2026, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator 
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To:  Becker County Board of Commissioners 

 

CC:  Carrie Smith, County Administrator 

 

From:  Steve Skoog, Land Use Department Director 

 

Subject:   Solid Waste Hauler License __ 

 

Date: September 1st, 2026 

 

Request:  Approval of Resolution 09-26-1A, granting Becker County Solid Waste Collection and 

Transportation license #_36__ to Red River Handyman Services, LLC DBA Ace Handyman 

Services. 

 

Background Data:  

Red River Handyman Services LLC is co-owned by Matt Denevon and Rob Larson, West Fargo, 

ND.  They will be offering a roll-off service based primarily in western Becker County.   

 

The solid waste collected in Becker County will be delivered to the main Becker County Solid 

Waste Campus. 

 

Red River Handyman Services LLC. has provided most of required licensing paperwork to 

become a licensed hauler in Becker County, if approved, the license will be provided to the 

applicant upon completing all of the licensing requirements. 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 09-26-1A 

Becker County Solid Waste Hauler License 
Red River Handyman Services LLC. 

 
 
WHEREAS, The Becker County Solid Waste Management Ordinance that requires commercial 
waste haulers be licensed annually by the Becker County Board of Commissioners,  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Becker 
County, Minnesota hereby approve the application for a license to commercially haul solid 
waste in Becker County in 2026 to Red River Handyman Services LLC with the provision that 
the applicant must meet all the licensing requirements of the Becker County Solid Waste 
Ordinance prior to receiving a license certificate. 
 
Duly adopted this 1st day of September 2026, at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. 
 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                /s/                    Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith                               Erica Jepson 
              County Administrator                                Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held this 1st day of September 2026, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator 
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State of Minnesota       License Number 36 
County of Becker          

 

BECKER COUNTY SOLID WASTE 
COLLECTION LICENSE 

 

RED RIVER HANDYMAN SERVICE DBA ACE HANDYMAN SERVICES has 
now met all the laws required by state and county to collect and transport solid 
waste in Becker County. 
  
This License is granted for the term from August 25, 2026 to December 31, 2026 
to conduct the business of Solid Waste Collection & Transportation to the Becker 
County Landfill and Transfer Station. 
                   

          ____________________________ 
           Steve Skoog, Administrator   
          Becker Co. Environmental Services  
 

Dated: ____________                               ____________________________________ 

          Chairman, Becker County  
                                                       Board of Commissioners 
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 09-26-1F 

RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION FOR THE SAFE AND SECURE 

COURTHOUSE INITIATIVE 

WHEREAS, Becker County is committed to maintaining a safe and secure courthouse; and 

WHEREAS, Becker County seeks to strengthen courthouse security and protect county 
employees, judges, court staff, law enforcement personnel, and members of the public by 
addressing identified vulnerabilities related to access control, surveillance, security screening, 
after-hours access, and emergency power; and 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Judicial Branch has made grant funding, provided through legislative 
appropriations, available to enhance courthouse safety and security; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Becker County Board of Commissioners 
hereby approves the submission of an application for funding through the Safe and Secure 
Courthouse Initiative to strengthen courthouse safety and security. 

Duly adopted this 1st day of September 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                 /s/         Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith          Erica Jepson 
                 County Administrator                       Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held September 1, 2026, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith   
  County Administrator    
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 09-26-1D 

Discontinue Offering Short-Term Disability for 2027 Open Enrollment 
 
 
WHEREAS, there is no longer a need to offer Short-Term Disability due to MN Paid Family 
Medical Leave (PFML) going into effect January 1, 2026, and  
 
WHEREAS, with the availability of PFML, Short-Term Disability is not beneficial to employees 
with an income below $110,000 annually, and 
 
WHEREAS, all 9 Bargaining Unit Contracts state: “After enrollment, if any plan falls to ten (10) 
or less County employees, the plan goes away for the next open enrollment.”, and 
 
WHEREAS, Short-Term Disability currently has 6 enrollments. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. That the Board of County Commissioners of Becker 
County, Minnesota, approves to discontinue offering Short-Term Disability for 2027 open 
enrollment.  
 
 
Duly adopted this 1st day of September, 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/             Carrie Smith                 /s/         Erica Jepson    
                 Carrie Smith          Erica Jepson 
                 County Administrator                       Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of 
Becker, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a 
Resolution passed, adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting 
held September 1, 2026, as recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  Carrie Smith 
  County Administrator 
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Date: September 1, 2026 
To: Becker County Board of Commissioners 
From: Brent Bristlin, Facilities Manager                  
Re: Personnel Request 
 
Action Request: Request to move a current Maintenance Tech I to Maintenance 
Tech II.  

Justification: One of the Maintenance Tech I employees has demonstrated the 
necessary work skills and experience to fulfill the job requirements of the Maintenance 
Tech II position. 

Cost Analysis: 

Maintenance Tech I to 
II Career Ladder 

Grade 7 Step 3 
– Maintenance 
Tech II 

Grade 6 Step 4 
– Maintenance 
Tech I 

2026 
BUDGETED 
AMOUNT 
8.30.2026 – 
12.31.2026 

2027 
BUDGET 

SALARY  $22,611  $21,767  $21,728  $68,696 

PERA  $1,696  $1,633  $1,630  $5,152 

HEALTH  $6,205  $6,205  $6,055  $ 19,924 

FICA  $1,730  $1,665   $1,887  $5,255 

PFML  $89  $86  $96  $271 

TOTAL  $32,330  $31,356  $31,395  $99,298 

 

  
Cost Explanation: There is room in the 2026 budget as there have been vacancies in the 
facilities department all of 2026 leading to a 2% savings in the budgeted wages. Equaling 
approximately $7,729 in budgeted wages for 2026 not being used through quarter 2.  

 

  

2026 Year Cost: $974 
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Contractor Bid Bond 
Addendum 

Ackknowledged
Total

% Over/Under 

Estimate

Mark Sand & Gravel Co. X N/A $236,539.60 4.52% OVER

Gladen Construction Inc X N/A $245,384.00 8.42% OVER

Dennis Drewes Inc. X N/A $257,908.00 13.96% OVER

Nanik construction X N/A $272,705.20 20.50% OVER

Hough, Inc. of Detroit Lakes X N/A $290,770.00 28.48% OVER

R.J. Zavoral and Sons, Inc. X N/A $354,744.00 56.74% OVER

Engineer's Estimate = $226,320.00

CP 003-120-001

BID TABULATION 

BECKER COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

BID OPENING AUGUST 27, 2026
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BECKER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

RESOLUTION 09-26-1B 

Bid Award 
CP 003-120-001 

 
WHEREAS, a bid in the amount of $236,539.60, from Mark Sand & Gravel Co, of Fergus Falls, MN, was the low 
bid received in the bid letting on August 27, 2026 Subgrade Repairs and Aggregate Base on County Road 120, 
from Kirch Road to TH 34. 
 
WHEREAS, the bid is considered reasonable and is 4.52% over the engineer’s estimate; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Becker County hereby awards a contract to the low bidder, Mark Sand 
& Gravel Co, of Fergus Falls, MN. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Chairman and County Administrator are hereby authorized and 
directed, on behalf of Becker County to execute and enter into said contract. 
 
Duly adopted this 1st day of September 2026, at Detroit Lakes, MN. 
 

      COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
            Becker County, Minnesota 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/  Carrie Smith_____         /s/    Erica Jepson  
       Carrie Smith                              Erica Jepson 
       County Administrator                                  Board Chair 
 
 
State of Minnesota ) 
         ) ss 
County of Becker   )  
 
I, the undersigned being the duly appointed and qualified County Administrator for the County of Becker, 
State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed, 
adopted, and approved by the County Board of Commissioners at a meeting held September 1, 2026, as 
recorded in the record of proceedings. 
 
 
  ___________________________________    
  Carrie Smith, County Administrator  
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Becker County Planning Commission  1 

August 26th, 2026 2 

 3 

 4 

An audio recording of the meeting is available at:  5 

https://www.co.becker.mn.us/government/meetings/planning_zoning/planning_commission/ 6 

 7 

 8 

Members Present: Chairman Dave Blomseth, Commissioner Phil Hansen, Kohl Skalin, Kim 9 

Mattson, Craig Hall, Tom Disse, Commissioner Erica Jepson, Jeff Moritz, Tommy Ailie, Nancy 10 

Bachmann, Mary Seaberg, and John Okeson, Harvey Aho, and Zoning Administrator Kyle 11 

Vareberg. Members Absent: None. 12 

 13 

Chairman Dave Blomseth called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm. Becker 14 

County Zoning Technician Nicole Bradbury recorded the minutes. 15 

 16 

Chairman Dave Blomseth explained the protocol for the meeting and stated that the 17 

recommendations of the Planning Commission will be forwarded to the Becker County Board of 18 

Commissioners for final action.  19 

 20 

John Okeson made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 29th, 2026, meeting. Moritz 21 

second. All members in favor. Motion carried. 22 

 23 

Chairman Blomseth stated that due to the number of people present to speak, applicant two (2) 24 

would be moved to item three (3) of the night. 25 

He also stated that he would not be participating as a member or voting for application four (4) 26 

as he would be presenting that application. 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

New Business: 31 

 32 

1. APPLICANT: Michael D Anderson 734 Shorewood Dr Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 33 

Project Location: 20051 Co Rd 131 Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL LAND 34 

DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 08.0253.000 Section 15 Township 139 Range 35 

041; LOTS 3 & 4 LESS PLATTED PARTS AND 9.10 AC. APPLICATION AND 36 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Final Plat for thirteen (13) lots to be 37 

known as BIG FLOYD ESTATES. 38 

 39 

 40 

MOTION: Hall motioned to approve the application. Ailie second. Roll Call; 41 

All in favor. None opposed. Motion carried. 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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3. APPLICANT: Thomas Truedson on behalf of Gary Kaiser II RLT 23222 46 

Gosslee Ln Detroit Lakes, MN 565601 Project Location: 26206 130th St Detroit 47 

Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 19.0310.001 48 

Section 15 Township 138 Range 041; 15-138-41 PT NW1/4 SW1/4, PT SW1/4 49 

SW1/4: COMM S QTR COR SEC 15, W 1382.59', N 322' TO POB; N 66', W 50 

289.17', NWLY 532.59', NLY 1767.02', W 357.8' TO CTR RD, SLY 1859.79', ELY 51 

366.03', W 555.79', E 714.56' TO POB. TRACT A. APPLICATION AND 52 

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit to operate a 53 

health and fitness consulting business with retail sales. 54 

 55 

 56 

MOTION: Aho motioned to approve the application. Skalin second. Roll 57 

Call; All in favor. None opposed. Motion carried. 58 

 59 

 60 

 61 

2. APPLICANT: Darlene & Jeffrey Hanson 7174 280th St S Hawley, MN 56549 62 

Project Location: TBD Whiskey Creek Dr Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL 63 

LAND DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 24.0172.000 Section 23 Township 140 64 

Range 041; 23-140-41 PT GOVT LOT 7 LYING E OF HWY. APPLICATION 65 

AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Conditional Use Permit to operate 66 

a wedding venue and event center. 67 

 68 

 69 

Rob Baden spoke in opposition. He said he does not feel like the criteria for a Conditional Use 70 

Permit has been met and shared his reasons why. 71 

 72 

Liza McCaslin spoke in opposition and shared her concerns for safety. 73 

 74 

Roger Foltz with Richwood Township spoke in opposition. 75 

 76 

Steve Hershberger spoke in opposition and stated he was concerned there was a lack of details 77 

with this application. 78 

 79 

Craig Teal spoke in opposition and shared his concerns about parking and wetland area. 80 

 81 

Robin Anderson spoke in opposition and stated his concerns about the size of the road for 82 

increased traffic. 83 

 84 

Several letters were received in regard to this application both in favor and opposed. Those 85 

letters were reviewed before the hearing. Kyle Vareberg read one letter into record that was not 86 

included in the member packets. These letters are on file with the Becker County Zoning office 87 

and copies can be made available with a submitted data request. 88 

 89 

 90 

The applicant tabled the application. 91 
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 92 

 93 

 94 

4. APPLICANT: Lakes Community Coop on behalf of Russell E Post & 95 

CherryAnn M Post 40708 Lyman Lakes Rd Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 Project 96 

Location: TBD St Hwy 34/410th Ave Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 LEGAL LAND 97 

DESCRIPTION: Tax ID Number: 15.0006.002 Section 01 Township 139 Range 98 

039; 1-139-39 NE1/4 SE1/4 N OF ST HWY 34. LESS 9.32AC (15-6). 99 

APPLICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: Request a Change of Zone 100 

from Agricultural to Commercial for the Easterly portion highlighted in red. 101 

 102 

 103 

MOTION: Aho motioned to approve the application. Ailie second. Roll Call; 104 

All in favor. None opposed. Motion carried. 105 

 106 

 107 

 108 

Other Business: 109 

 110 

I) Tentative Date for the Next Informational Meeting: September 23rd, 2026; 8:00 am; 3rd 111 

Floor Meeting Room in the Becker County Courthouse, Detroit Lakes, MN. 112 

 113 

 114 

Since there was no further business to come before the Board, Ailie made a motion to 115 

adjourn. Disse second. All in favor. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 6:52 pm.  116 

 117 

 118 

 119 

________________________________                ________________________________ 120 

David Blomseth, Chairman    Kohl Skalin, Secretary 121 

 122 

ATTEST 123 

      _______________________________________ 124 

          Kyle Vareberg, Zoning Administrator  125 
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Memo 
 

To: Commissioners 

From: Kyle Vareberg, Becker County Zoning Director 

Date: August 26th, 2026 

Subject: Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments. 

 

 Below is a list of current proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments to be 

considered by the Zoning Ordinance Advisory Committee.  

1. Water orientated structures. 

2. Subdivisions including requirements for plats and certificate of surveys. As well 

as definitions related to subdivisions. 

3. Lot size requirements for natural environment lakes and non-riparian lots behind 

general development and recreational development lakes. 

Action: Request County Board authorization to proceed with said amendments to the 

Zoning Ordinance Advisory Committee. 

Thank you. 

 

COUNTY OF BECKER 
Planning and Zoning 

915 Lake Ave, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 

Phone: 218-846-7314 ~ Fax: 218-846-7266 
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Closed Session – Motion to close the meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. Section 13D.03 Subd. 1(b) The 

governing body of a public employer may by a majority vote in a public meeting decide to hold a closed 

meeting to consider strategy for labor negotiations, including negotiation strategies or developments or 

discussion and review of labor negotiation proposals, conducted pursuant to sections 179A.01 to 

179A.25. 
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